
DAILY TIMES-CALL         SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 2002

‘Granny’ keeps state
products at forefront
By Shandra Jordan
The Daily Times-Call

     LONGMONT – When Joanne Wheeler Smith
traveled to other states, she discovered what Colorado
needed. So she has filled that niche.
    “Some states really did a great job of promoting the
state and the products,” Smith said. Seeing that as
something Colorado lacked, Smith started Granny
Smith’s Colorado, a gift basket and corporate gift
company.
    Smith creates gift baskets primarily made up of
Colorado products such as Boulder Chips and Colorado
snow cherries. “I was amazed at how many hundreds of
small businesses there are statewide, and it has just
grown,” Smith said.

     Smith points out that her name is possessive, Smith’s
Colorado, because her baskets are her interpretation of
Colorado.
    Granny Smith’s opened in 1991 and moved to Longmont
six years ago. It is the oldest gift basket company under the
same ownership in [Boulder County, and perhaps even]
Colorado.
    Smith opened a web site, www.BasketsOnLine.com, about
five years ago.         _See GRANNY/ F3

For more info, please contact us

Granny Smith’s Colorado
phone 303.702.9370

fax 303.774.9186
web www.BasketsOnLine.com

e-mail info@BasketsOnLine.com
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“We do quite a bit online, but we still
have that voice-to-voice contact,”
Smith said. “I speak to my clients.
They know there’s a person here.”
Granny Smith’s Colorado is a
small company, with only two
employees and occasional contract
workers. Smith works out of her
home most of the year but rents
space during busy seasons such as
holidays.
    “She’s so refreshing to work
with,” said Erin Reilly, the sales
coordinator at Case Logic, one of
Smith’s clients. “She does everything
and makes it easy for us, and that’s
really wonderful. She caters to every
need we have.”
    Smith has pre-designed baskets

    Granny Smith’s Colorado
ships worldwide. Smith said
products such as renowned
nature photographer John
Fielder’s books and Mesa Verde
pottery are very popular in
Japan.
    Smith said she enjoys the gift
basket business because most of
the time she’s working with
people planning for happy
occasions, such as weddings or
the arrival of new babies [and
business travelers and meetings].
    “I like to be in a business
that’s upbeat,” Smith said. “It’s
challenging, but there’s lots of
opportunity. I meet new people
all the time. We’re providing a
good product, and we’re
fulfilling a happy-time need.”

like the Wildly Western, which is
presented in a cowboy hat, but she
also creates custom baskets.
    Last week, Smith said, she
created a stress-relief basket
featuring snacks and toys.
    “It had all kinds of kid-type
toys,” Smith said. “That was a big
hit.”
    Smith is featured on the
“preferred vendors” list from the
Hotel Boulderado. The hotel puts
out a yearly list for clients planning
weddings or other events.
   “Joanne has the best products
because she has the best service,”
said Tracey Kirk, the director of
sales and marketing for the
Boulderado. “Her service puts her
above and beyond all the other gift
baskets out there.”

GRANNY: Colorado products front and center in gift baskets
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_ Holidays _ Hotel Room Gifts _ House Closings _ Welcome to Colorado _ Client Appreciation _ New Baby _


